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KMCPC Members: 

  Vince Carahaly, Chair 

  Heather Ricketts, Vice-Chair 

  Martin Janssen, Secretary 
John Gisler, County Commissioner Liaison 

  Joel Amos 

Sandra Bliesener 
Steven Cook 

Kathy Eickholt 

Sean Flora 
Rebecca LaDuca  

  Karl Westra 

 
Lotta Jarnefelt, Deputy Secretary 

  

 Minutes 

Kalamazoo Metropolitan County Planning Commission (KMCPC) 

Meeting of Thursday, December 3, 2020 

 

 

 

PLACE OF MEETING: Electronic via Zoom due to Covid-19 pandemic 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Vince Carahaly, Heather Ricketts, Sean Flora, Sandra Bliesener, 

Steven Cook, John Gisler, Karl Westra, Joel Amos, Kathy Eickholt, 

Martin Janssen 

 

MEMBERS EXCUSED: Rebecca LaDuca 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Lotta Jarnefelt, KMCPC staff; Rachael Grover, County technical 

support for the Zoom meeting; Lisa Henthorn, Deputy County 

Administrator - External Services. 

 6 public.  

  

I. Call to Order – Roll Call 

Chair Carahaly called the electronic meeting held via Zoom to order at 7:02 pm. 

It was stated that the meeting is recorded. 

Roll call with location by Chair Carahaly: 

 

Vince Carahaly – Richland Township 

Heather Ricketts – Comstock Charter Township 

Sean Flora – Cooper Charter Township 

Sandra Bliesener – City of Parchment 

Steven Cook – Oshtemo Charter Township 

John Gisler – Pavilion Township 

Karl Westra – Oshtemo Charter Township 

Joel Amos – Climax Township 

Kathy Eickholt – Cooper Charter Township 

Martin Janssen – Grand Rapids 
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II. Members Excused 

Rebecca LaDuca not present. 

 

III. Additions, deletions or changes to the Agenda 

NA 

 

IV. Approval of Agenda 

Chair asked for any objections to the agenda. There were no objections, and the Chair 

stated that the agenda was approved by unanimous consent. 

  

V. Approval of Minutes 

Chair asked for any objections to the provided draft minutes of the November 5, 2020 

KMCPC meeting. There were no objections, and the Chair stated that the meeting minutes 

were approved by unanimous consent. 

 

VI. Public Comment 

Chair opened the public comment period. Mr. Grant Schertzing spoke for Waste Not 

Recycling, LLC, the applicant for an amendment to the County’s Solid Waste Management 

Plan. The project is to build a recycling plant at the southeast corner of the intersection of  

Ravine Road and Nichols Road in Kalamazoo Township, where mainly waste from 

construction and demolition wastes, such as wood, cardboard, metal, and other reusable 

materials would be sorted and recycled for reuse, sending the rest to a landfill. The center 

would also receive municipal solid waste from smaller trucks and reload the waste on to 

larger trucks for diversion to landfills. A permit from EGLE is required for this type of 

activity. In order to receive the EGLE permit, the site and activity have to be included in 

the County’s Solid Waste Management Plan (Plan). Since the site is not included in the 

Plan at this time, an amendment of the Plan is needed in order for EGLE to approve a 

permit for the center to operate. He stated that at this time, the Solid Waste Management 

Planning Committee (SWMPC) has requested that the KMCPC draft the amendment and 

bring it back to the SWMPC for their approval to send it for a 90-day public review period. 

Mr. Schertzing outlined the amendment process, and stated that his client had provided the 

language for the amendment. With an addition by County staff of a siting process, his client 

agrees with the proposed amendment language and hopes that it will be approved by the 

KMCPC to be sent to the SWMPC so the 90-day review process, the next step in the 

amendment process, can be initiated. 

 

VII. Discussion and/or Action items 

 

1. Wakeshma Township and Brady Twp: Review of applications for Farmland and Open 

Space Preservation Act of 1974 (known as PA 116), in Sections 5, 12 in Wakeshma Twp 

and Sections 13, 15, 21, 24, 26 and 28  in Brady Twp; applicants Fritz Land Holdings, 

LLC and Fritz Legacy Farms, LLC. Staff reviews - Action Items. 

 

Wakeshma Twp: 

i. Fritz Land Holdings, LLC section 5 – application No WT20202812 
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ii. Fritz Land Holdings, LLC section 5 – application No WT20202813 

iii. Fritz Land Holdings, LLC, section 12 – application No WT20202811 

iv. Fritz Land Holdings, LLC, section 12 – application No WT20202815 

v. Fritz Legacy Farms, LLC, section 13&24 – application No WT20202810 

- first page of application erroneously says “Brady Twp Town 4-S/Range 10-W.” 

Should be “Wakeshma Twp Town 4-S/Rang 9-W.” 

 

Motion by Ms. Bliesener, seconded by Mr. Westra, to support the approval by the 

township of the PA116 application, and in the letter from KMCPC staff to the township, 

note the error on the first page of the application No WT20202810 as described above. 

Vote by roll call. Motion carries unanimously with no abstentions. 

 

BradyTwp: 

vi. Fritz Legacy Farms, LLC, section 13 – application No BT005 

- Fritz Legacy Farms, LLC, section 13 – application No WT20202814 

This is an erroneous Wakeshma Twp duplicate application of the Brady Twp BT005 

application. The application BT005 is the correct version. 

vii. Fritz Legacy Farms, LLC, section 15 – application No BT0004 

viii. Fritz Legacy Farms, LLC, section 21&28 – application No BT003 

ix. Fritz Legacy Farms, LLC, section 24 – application No BT002 

x. Fritz Legacy Farms, LLC, section 26 – application No BT001 

 

Motion by Ms. Eickholt, seconded by Mr. Westra, to support the approval by the 

township of the PA116 application, and in the letter from KMCPC staff to the township, 

note the erroneous duplicate application No WT20202814 (correct application Nr  

BT005) as described above. Vote by roll call. Motion carries unanimously with no 

abstentions. 

 

2. Application to Amend Kalamazoo County Solid Waste Management Plan. Staff review – 

Action item. 

i. Solid Waste Management Planning Committee directed KMCPC to draft Plan 

Amendment – Action Item. 

Staff gave an overview of the amendment: 

Amendment has been drafted by the applicant, it has been reviewed by staff and County’s 

legal. Additional language about a siting process has been added based on 

recommendation by EGLE. 

 

Complicating the issue somewhat is an additional application for an amendment to the 

County Plan by Best Way Disposal that arrived at noon on December 3rd.  

 

Staff noted that the Waste Not Recycling, LLC representative gave a general overview of 

the project during the Public Comment period. Staff gave some additional details of the 

background to the project. Staff reported that conditional site plan approval, with 15-20 

conditions, was granted at the Kalamazoo Township Planning Commission public 

hearing and meeting on June 4, 2020. The 15-20 conditions that have to be met before 
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final approval is granted included the approval of the proposed Amendment to the 

County’s Solid Waste Management Plan. 

 

The County sent a letter during the Kalamazoo Township Planning Commission’s public 

comment period for the site plan for the proposed Waste Not Recycling project. The 

letter outlined several concerns about the project. The letter was included in the 

KMCPC’s meeting packet. It expresses concerns about the driveway crossing State 

owned property, which has an easement for the Kalamazoo Valley Trail on it along 

Ravine Road on the north side of the proposed site. 

 

Staff showed the text regarding the siting procedure that was proposed to be added to the 

amendment language. Since a request for an expansion of a facility was coming, there 

was some generic language that was proposed for siting that project, too.  

 

The Best Way Disposal amendment application was written much in the same format as 

the Waste Not Recycling application. 

 

Staff asked for the KMCPVs members input at this time to discuss the items presented. 

 

Chair asked if staff wanted run the amendments concurrently. These are two completely 

separate amendments. Best to approve the first amendment tonight. The second 

amendment would be presented at the SWMPC meeting on December 16. Most likely it 

would be sent for KMCPC review in January. Even though the applications would be 

reviewed separately, it appears that it would be best to run the public review process 

concurrently. These are SWMPC decisions. Staff is just outlining options. 

 

If applicant’s draft was approved, Best Way Disposal would be named in the draft 

language. Problem is it puts the “cart before the horse.” SWMPC has not reviewed the 

application yet, which supports leaving Best Way Disposal’s part out for the time being.  

 

Mr. Janssen wanted to avoid setting a precedent. He was trying to make sure that 

KMCPC follows the proper process. He had concerns about additional applications in the 

future and wanted the procedures to be correct. 

 

Chair asked for comments from members. 

 

Mr. Gisler wanted to know where the Best Way Disposal site is, staff reported that it is 

the Miller Road facility. He was in favor to move forward with the Waste Not Recycling 

only, and process applicants as they come along. He stated that KMCPC should take what 

we got now and present it to SWMPC so they can use their role as the decision makers. 

 

Mr. Cook was in agreement with only dealing with the initial amendment request. 

 

Ms. Eickholt mentioned that she had driven by the proposed site and saw yard signs 

about it, and wanted to know at what point the proposed amendment is open for public 
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comment. Ms. Jarnefelt stated that if the SWMCP approves the amendment language at 

their December 16th meeting, it would be the prompt to be put it out to a 90-day public 

comment period. There will also be a public hearing. Any public, organization or 

municipality can comment during the 90-day review period or during the public hearing. 

Comments will be considered and the final amendment language decided on by SWMPC. 

Then the amendment goes to the County Board, and if approved by the Board for 

distribution to the township boards for their review, it will be submitted to the townships. 

If 2/3 of the township boards support the amendment, it then goes to EGLE for final 

approval. In this process, there are several opportunities for the public and the 

municipalities to comment. 

 

Chair reiterated that Kalamazoo Township Planning Commission has approved site plan 

pending many conditions. 

 

Chair allowed Mr. Schertzing to address the commission. Mr. Schertzing asked KMCPC 

to adopt the draft amendment as submitted with the proposed edit. He asked that the 

proposal be dealt with separately, not looped together with other projects. He referred to 

the EGLE amendment flowchart that shows the amendment process. Quite a few 

approvals have to be obtained, many public comment periods are still to come. 

 

Mr. Cook mentioned that site improvements have already been made. It was a 

construction hauling junk site. He asked if there has been an environmental assessment of 

the soils of the site. Mr. Schertzing responded that a Phase I environmental assessment 

had been done and that it came back clean. There will be additional environmental review 

components in the EGLE permit application. No environmental problems have been 

identified to date. 

 

Staff brought up a question that public had been unable to express at the SWMPC 

meeting due to technical difficulties. The person wanted to know what the policy and 

procedure are if hazardous material are brought to the facility, and how it would be dealt 

with. Mr. Schertzing stated that the EGLE operating license would define how this would 

be handled. Sorting procedure will be indoors, will prevent any releases. There will be 

training of employees to identify any potential hazardous materials and how to deal with 

them. 

 

Referring to the 20 conditions of the site plan approval, there are some outstanding 

conditions, they are working on meeting them. He referred to Dan. 

 

Dan (site engineer representing the applicant) stated that they have worked on the Solid 

Waste Plan amendment and the EGLE permit, currently working with the road 

commission on the driveway permits issues and with the drain commissioner. 

 

Chair asked what the charge will be for bringing materials to be recycled. Charge will be 

$45 per ton. 
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After discussion the proposed amendment language for the siting of the process was 

edited to refer only to the Waste Not Recycling amendment application. 

 

Mr. Janssen made a motion, seconded by Mr. Flora, to approve sending the draft 

amendment language as presented to the SWMPC for their final consideration. Ms. 

Eickholt wanted to confirm that this approval is only for the Waste Not Recycling 

facility. Chair and staff agreed that this was the case. Vote by roll call, motion approved 

unanimously with no abstentions. 

 

ii. Next Steps in Plan Amendment Process 

The next steps were presented during the discussion in item i. above. 

 

VIII. Parks Commission liaison update 
First Zoom meeting was held today. Things of interest were change of fee schedule or 

actually more permitting parks to make logistical changes on the fly so that event sponsors, 

vendors and groups can change their reservations to meet any Covid related requirements 

as they change. Trying to make it so people are not penalized for trying to have events at 

the Expo center during Covid. Parks use has been steady and heavy. No seasonal staff in 

the parks this summer, staff spread to cover all. 2021 passes includes a survey to find out 

what residents want from the parks. Purchase Agreement by the County to purchase the 

former Rota-Kiwan scout camp site has been signed and sent to the seller for their 

signature, close to being the 7th County Park. 

 

IX. SMPC (Southcentral Michigan Planning Council) update 

Chair stated he appreciates Ms. Bliesener being the Parks liaison and her reports from the 

Parks, and also pointed out that she participates in the CEDS (Comprehensive Economic 

Development Strategy) project that is being worked on by SMPC. They are getting 

towards the end of it, about 4-5 weeks still to finish it up. It is a requirement for EDA, for 

this region to become an economic development district and have more federal fund flow 

into this area. SMPC adopted their Strategic Plan, and they are programed out for the 

next year. Time is scarce resource. Chair will share the Strategic Plan with the KMCPC 

members. 

 

X. Correspondence 

No correspondence to KMCPC to report at this time. The application from Best Way 

Disposal received on December 3 was sent to the SWMPC and will be presented at their 

December 16 meeting. 

 

Staff has been in contact with Christina Miller at EGLE who has provided valuable 

information about the solid waste plan amendment process and the role of KMCPC in the 

process. 

 

Staff sent a letter to the City of Parchment and Village of Richland based on reviews at 

the November 5 KMCPC meeting. Based on a review of available future land use maps 

after the meeting, there was no reason to mention the concern about future land use on 
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the border between the Village and Township of Richland, as staff found the land uses to 

be compatible. 

 

XI. Other 

No other items. 

 

XII. Board member Comments 

Mr. Cook thanked Staff, Chair and Ms. Bliesener for their input. 

Mr. Gisler reported about the recounts in other counties and mentioned that after discussing 

it with Clerk Snow he was confident that the Kalamazoo County votes were solid. 

 

Mr. Janssen mentioned that CCTA and KCTA had to come up with a plan in case virtual 

meetings are not allowed after January 1. Staff will keep members updated to any changes 

in rules regarding Zoom meetings. 

 

XIII. Adjournment 

Mr. Westra made a motion to adjourn the meeting and wished all a happy holiday. The 

Chair adjourned the meeting at 8:24 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted by L. Jarnefelt. 

Next KMCPC meeting scheduled: January 7, 2021 at 7 pm. 


